
 

Mary Queen of  Angels

Steve Kramer was ordained a Deacon in 1994 
for the diocese of Rockville Centre, New York. He 
holds an M.A. in theology from Immaculate Conception 
Seminary in Huntington, New York, and a Doctorate (D.Min.) 
in preaching and communication from Gordon-Conwell 
Theological Seminary in Massachusetts. Deacon Steve is the 
Director of Homiletics and Assistant Professor of Pastoral 
Studies at Sacred Heart Seminary and School of Theology 
in Hales Corners, Wisconsin. He has taught preaching and 

communication courses in colleges, diaconate formation programs and seminaries 
in New York and Maine prior to coming to Sacred Heart. Steve and his wife Geri 
have been married for thirty-seven years. They have four grown children and  
one grandchild. - Dcn. Steve Kramer

Gather in Celebration

Sunday February 10, 2019
Holy angels Parish 11:00 a.m. Mass 
Deacon Steve - Homilist

12:00 – 12:30 p.m. 
Light lunch / Social…Church Hall

12:30 – 1:00 p.m. 
Presentation by Deacon Steve Kramer 

1:00 p.m. Q & a  
Adoration and Benediction to follow in the main 
church. The day’s events will conclude  
at approximately 1:45 p.m.

Monday February 11, 2019  
Saint Mary’s Immaculate Conception Parish 
10:00 – 10:30 a.m.
Refreshments / Social…Church Hall 
10:30 – 11:00 a.m.
Presentation by Father Nathan Reesman

11:00 a.m. Q & a 
Adoration and Benediction to follow in the 
main church. The morning event will conclude 
at approximately 12:00 p.m.

10 Year Anniversary

Adoration Chapel

Adoration Chapel 10 Year Anniversary Celebration - February 9-11, 2019

“Adoration has changed 
my life. It has slowed me 
down, is teaching me to 
truly listen and is helping 
me to be mindful of the 
world around me…I had 
a vision. I saw the feet 
of Jesus in front of me 
as I was praying. I saw 
his dusty feet, sandals 
and robe….I have been 
forever changed”
- adorer testimonial

Saturday February 9, 2019   
Saint Frances Cabrini Parish 4:30 p.m. Mass
Deacon Steve Kramer - Homilist

5:30 – 6:00 p.m.
Light dinner / Social…Mother Cabrini Hall 

6:00 – 6:30 p.m. 
Presentation by Deacon Steve Kramer 

6:30 p.m.  Q & a 
Adoration and Benediction to follow in the  
main church. The evening will conclude at  
approximately 7:15 p.m.

Sunday February 10, 2019   
Saint Mary’s Immaculate Conception Parish 
9:30 a.m. Mass
Deacon Steve Kramer - Homilist

“I see the candle with it’s flame….I see 
myself and other adorers as being like the 
candle. The “flame” of faith challenges the 
darkness in the world.” - adorer testimonial      

For QueStionS pleaSe Call: 
Jody Geenen at 262.573.6628

Meet our Homilist and Presenter



From the desk of Father nathan reesman 
One of the most unsettling sensations that we have in life as persons is that  
of feeling isolated and alone with our burdens and cares. No one wants to, and no 
one should have to, suffer all by themselves. No one should feel as though they have 
no one to talk to about what is happening in their life or in their heart.

Equally as important is the need for someone to share our joys with when things are 
going well. It is a tremendous blessing to be able to tell someone else about things 
that are wonderful, that bring peace, and that make us grateful. We tend to feel let 
down when great things happen and we realize we have no one to share the good 
news with, or to offer a word of “thanks” to. 

All of this speaks volumes about the power and importance of adoration before the Blessed Sacrament.  
At the heart of the appeal and genius of this beautiful prayer tradition is the simple truth that when we are 
before the Lord in adoration it is strikingly clear that we are not alone. We are not in the poverty of isolation, 
but we are instead held firmly in His loving, steady gaze as He looks out at us from the monstrance. 

The Lord gave us the gift of the Eucharist and of adoration before his presence for a multitude of reasons, 
but among His chief aims was to ensure that we would know His companionship all throughout the long 
journey of life. Anytime we are feeling the need to be near Him, we have only to visit the adoration chapel 
and instantly we find that He is close. Before the monstrance we can lay our burdens and we can share our 
joys. Before the monstrance we shed our tears and we also offer our profound and joyful words of thanks. 
Before the monstrance we find our constant companion and friend. Who would not want to engage in such 
a beautiful practice as Eucharistic adoration? Therefore, who would not praise God for the great gift of our 
adoration chapel here in West Bend? Because of the chapel, by God’s grace and by the 
dedication of so many, it is true that we are never alone. - Father Nathan
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From the desk of Father Pat Heppe
My Grandparents were wonderful people. They were hardworking farmers with 
a strong work ethic and a deep faith that they practiced and shared. They prayed 
the rosary daily. I remember spending time with them at their cottage. The rosary 
was prayed after supper. The Lutheran neighbor even joined us at times and prayed 
with us. Grandpa invited him to join us. He did and was a fast learner! I, like that 
neighbor, was edified by the faith of my grandparents. That faith didn’t happen 
overnight. It took years to nurture and develop. So it is with all of us. Our faith and 
relationship with our God takes time. 

My grandparents made faith a priority. No matter how busy they were, Sunday 
Mass was never missed and the rosary was always prayed. They were consistent and realized that this was 
a daily activity. Yes, it required a bit of flexibility now and then. There were chores that needed to be done, 
cows to milk, crops to be harvested and much more, but faith and prayer was definitely a priority. 

“Being here with Jesus once a week  
helps me cope.” - adorer testimonial



From the desk of deacon Mark Jansen
He said to Peter, “So you could not keep watch with me for one hour?” Mt 26:40

These are the words that Jesus spoke as, sadly, he prayed alone during his agony in 
the garden of Gethsemane. “He wanted his disciples to keep him company, yet he 
had to experience loneliness and abandonment.” (Pope John Paul II in his Encyclical 
Ecclesia Eucharistica #4). This was the only time that Jesus Christ asked His disciples 
to do something special for Him and they declined.

As Saint Frances Cabrini, Immaculate Conception and Holy Angels prepare to 
celebrate 10 years of 24/5 Eucharistic adoration in the Mary Queen of Angels 

Adoration Chapel, located here at Holy Angels, our West Bend and area parishes can certainly be proud of 
saying a resounding “YES” when Jesus asked us if we could watch and pray with him for one hour. 

So many resources have concurred about the importance of Eucharistic adoration, including Pope John Paul 
II who stated in the Catechism of the Catholic church at paragraph 1380, “The Church and world have a 
great need for Eucharistic worship. Jesus awaits us in this sacrament of love. Let us not refuse the time to go 
to meet Him in adoration, in contemplation full of faith and open to making amends for the serious offenses 
and crimes of the world. Let our adoration never cease.” (CCC 1380)

True, our adoration chapel as it exists today dates back to February 9, 2009, but the concept of Eucharistic 
adoration outside of Mass was addressed as far back as the Council of Trent which asserted that, 
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The farmhouse consisted of a porch that, as I recall, had two chairs, a rocking chair and a straight chair. 
I think it was grandpa who used the straight chair. They would sit there often, not saying a whole lot. 
Sometimes grandma would “crack open” hickory nuts to be used later for baking. They would sit in each 
other’s presence and simply “be.” 

That’s what I appreciate about Eucharistic adoration. It’s the gift of being able to “be” in the presence 
of Jesus Christ. This holy silence builds a relationship just as it builds a strong marriage relationship. The 
silence eventually becomes a priority so deep that we can feel what God is thinking. Profound prayer takes 
a bit of practice, priority, consistency and flexibility. Those who spend time with Jesus in the Eucharist have 
realized that and are working to deepen that relationship. What a gift!

As pastor, I’m grateful for this gift that you bring to the parish. It’s a deep connection with God that truly 
has an impact on parish prayer and parish life. The faith of my grandparents touched our family and the 
“neighbors.” May you feel that “Holy Presence” and may that presence continue to touch the lives of those 
we meet!! - Fr. Pat Heppe

“I enjoy a late night adoration hour. It 
is a very peaceful time of reflection…
We are blessed” - adorer testimonial

“My holy hour anchors my prayer life” 
- adorer testimonial



Adorers
Please be sure to update contact information of address, 
e-mail address, and preferred phone number with the 
Holy Angels Parish office. 262-334-3038.

Flock note
Signing up will provide e-mail or text 
alerts for chapel closings, both planned 
and unplanned (weather). Flocknote 
sign-up is at hawb.org/adoration. Scroll 
to the bottom of the adoration page 
to the last questions on the lower left: 
“Q: How can I sign up for Flocknote…?” 
Click on the link provided.
https://app.flocknote.com/hawb/
dashboard 

* Phone calls are still made for 
 weather closings.

Free-will donations to refurbish 
the monstrance accepted. 
please make checks out to Holy angels with 
“Adoration Monstrance” in the memo. You may also 
make a general donation at any time to support our 
newsletters, cards/envelopes and adoration events. 
Write “Adoration” in the memo. 

Please visit our website at: hawb.org/adoration

“The (Blessed) Sacrament is to be publicly exposed for the people’s adoration.” Approved by Pope Julius III 
(October 11, 1551). (The History of Eucharistic Adoration:Development of Doctrine in the Catholic Church, 
John A. Hardon, S.J.). Saint Alphonsus Liguori, (1696-1787) wrote: “Of all devotions, that of adoring Jesus 
in the Blessed Sacrament is the greatest after the sacraments, the one dearest to God and the one most 
helpful to us”. 

We certainly begin to see how blessed we are in the West Bend area to have the Mary Queen of Angels 
chapel here for us so we can pray in the presence of Jesus as often and as long as we like. The fact that Jesus 
is present in that monstrance body, blood, soul and divinity is a truly amazing reality. Our chapel and our 
monstrance which facilitate our Eucharistic adoration are treasures which we must never take for granted. 
Our chapel had its origin in 2009. Ascertaining the origin of our monstrance has been a challenge. The 
monstrance is the vessel which holds the Blessed Sacrament for adoration. The word monstrance comes 
from the Latin word “monstrare” meaning “to show.” One source suggested that the origin of monstrances 
could go back to the 13th century; there are images of monstrances, actually similar to the one in our 
chapel, that date back to approximately the year 1400.

Another source suggested that the style of monstrance we have is consistent with a style that was produced 
in France, but our monstrance’s origin and age could not be determined. The only true significance of our 
monstrance or any monstrance is that it is a vessel that contains the real presence of Jesus.

So, as we celebrate the 10th anniversary of our 
Mary Queen of Angels Eucharistic Adoration Chapel, 
let us be aware of the amazing gift we have in our 
midst. This amazing gift that allows us to keep Jesus 
company and say to Jesus, “ YES, I will watch with  
you for one hour.” - Dcn. Mark Jansen

“I utilize the books in the adoration 
library. It seems to never fail that I 
choose a reading at random which 
reflects something significant that  
has been troubling me.”  
- adorer testimonial


